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In Memoriam
Submitted by Patricia Dodd

Our beloved Cooper diagnosed with 
lymphoma on June 10, and died much too 
young on June 18, 2015.

Cooper was our first purebred dog, 
and he started us on a journey that we 
never could have imagined without 
him. Through Cooper, and all our 
activities with him, we met lots of new 
people and made new friends, tried 
many new activities and taught ourselves 
and him new skills, and expanded our 
hearts ability to love. He inspired The 
Cooper Project blog, which, as I have 
heard from many folks, inspired some 
to get an IWS and then helped them 
live with that IWS once it came into 
their lives. 

Cooper came to our home to be a 
pet. However, he was determined to be 
more than “ just” a pet, and took us 
along for the ride. He earned AKC 
Junior and Senior titles in both Spaniel 
and Retriever Hunts tests, as well as a 
UKC Started Hunting Retriever title, 
an AKC conformation championship, 
an AKC and UKC Obedience CD, an 
AKC Rally Advanced Excellent title, 
and AKC CGC, and a NAFA flyball 
FdX title. In Rally, he earned a Rally 
High in Trial and Rally High Combined 
with never-to-be-repeated scores of a 
100 in Advanced and a 96 in Excellent. 
He also dabbled in dock diving, which 
he adored, and barn hunt, which he 
found interesting but not compelling.

Cooper was the IWSCA’s Top 
Retriever Hunt Test IWS for 2011, 
earned the coveted All-Around IWS in 
2013, and was one of the first to earn 
the Quintessential Versatility Award 
also in 2013. He was recognized by the 
IWSCA as having earned the Most 
RAE legs in 2014. He earned the club’s 

WC and WDX certif icates. And 
although he didn’t much l ike 
conformation, he earned Reserve 
Winners Dog at the IWSCOPS 
Specialty in 2008 and a JAM at that 
Specialty in 2013.

Cooper was an accomplished hunting 
dog. He loved to retrieve all birds, in 
any weather, and on all terrains 
throughout the west. He brought us 
quail, chukar, pheasants, and ducks, in 
the cold, heat, rain, snow, and sun, and 
in the desert, woods, grasslands, and 
wetlands. In his whole hunt test and 
hunting career, Cooper left only 4 birds 
behind. One was a pheasant downed 
into a patch of cattails that none of the 
four available dogs could find, and three 
were pigeons in a retriever picnic test 
very late in his career, after he’d 
developed cataracts. Even though he 
did not pass a few hunt tests, it was 
never because he didn’t bring back his 
birds. 

Cooper also loved the camera. From 
the very beginning, he posed whenever 
the camera came out. The Cooper 
P r o j e c t  b l o g 
inc ludes  many 
hundreds of photos 
and portraits of 
him, and his picture 
has been published 
on the cover of 
September/October 
2014 Rat Tails 
newsletter and in 
Der Jagdspaniel (a 
European magazine 
about  hunt ing 
spaniels).

Cooper, in his 
way, was also an 
educator. He had an 
a u t o - i m m u n e 
d isorder ca l led 

Symmetrical Lupoid Onychodystrophy 
(SLO). With this disorder, the immune 
system attacks the nails at the nail bed, 
and causes them to break, split, and 
come off. But Cooper being Cooper, he 
allowed me to photograph his nails. 
And in his acceptance of the sometimes 
uncomfortable care I had to give him, 
he encouraged me to learn as much as I 
can about the disease and to write about 
it. To this day, most of the traffic on The 
Cooper Project blog comes from people 
searching for information on this 
terrible disease. 

But most of all, Cooper was our 
constant companion and friend. We 
miss him so very much. Thank you to 
Rosemary Sexton, who trusted us with 
this wonderful dog. Both Russ and I 
also thank the members of the IWSCA 
and others who have called, emailed, 
and messaged us with their condolences. 
They don’t bring him back, but they do 
bring us comfort. 

The Cooper Project: https://
patricedodd.wordpress.com/
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